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Postal Regulatory Commission 
901 New York Ave, NW, Suite 200 
Washington, DC 20268 

Re: Docket No RM2017-3 

Dear Commissioners: 

This correspondence is to comment in favor of allowing postage rates to increase faster than inflation. 

Please note that this comment is made in my private capacity as a mail-sending citizen. 

Whereas inflation refers to increases in price, not all prices increase uniformly over the same time 

frame. For example, costs of food may be particularly sensitive to changes in the grain market which 

may have little affect on the cost of recreational products or services; under this example, a pervasive 

drought may lead to increased food prices, while the cost of sporting goods may change marginally. 

With this is mind, it is reasonable to consider that United States Postal Service operating expenses may 

change year-to-year at a rate other than that seen by the US economy writ large. Moreover, with the 

United States Postal Service FY2019 primary operating expenses (as documented in its FY2019 Report to 

Congress) being salaries and benefits, $49.3 billion, and transportation, $8.5 billion, the sensitivity of its 

operating expenses to inflation is not necessarily equal to the sensitivity of the entire US economy to 

inflation (i.e.: their operating expenses may increase at a different rate than overall inflation). Forcing 

the United States Postal Service to increase rates at no more than general inflation will create a situation 

where their costs may increase faster than they can increase revenue. 

The remedy to the above problem is simple: allow the United States Postal Service to increase postage 

rates in excess of inflation. 

Kind regards, 

Peter Roehrich 
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